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SERMON XI. 
Delivered at the Dedication of the Universalist Church in Grand Street, New-York. 


BY T. FISK. 


“ Know ye that the Lord he is God; it is he that made ms, and not we ourselves; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the Lord 
is good, his merey is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.— 
Psalm 100: 3, 4, 5. 





That there exists a Great First Cause, the moral governor and rightful 
owner of the universe, who is the author of our existence, the benefactor of 
our lives, ** in whom we live, and move, and have our being,” is admitted 
by all who call themselves christians. ‘The belief in a Deity is almost as uni- 
versal ascreation. Even among the rude and barbarous nations of ihe earth, 
is to be found the altar and the burnt offering. Not to believe in a first 
cause, the cause of all causes, is a moral impossibility, for the plain reason, 
that no effect can be produced without one. Every object we behold pro- 
claims his existence, and each spear of grass reminds us of his presence. 

Our text not only informs us that ‘* the Lord he is God,” but also what 
he hathdone. ‘ It is he that made us, and not we ourselves.’ ‘This is self 
evident, that if God made us, we did not make ourselves, and therefore we 
cannot be blamed for having an existence, for this we could neither foresee 
nor prevent. If we did not make ourselves, we are not to be blamed for be- 
ing made as we are. ‘The Almighty could not but choose bis own plan, and 
if he is dissatisfied with his own work, surely we cannot be blamed, having 
had no part nor lot in the matter. Nowa very important question arises in 
this place—if we did not create ourselves, but were created by God, we 
wish to know for what purpose we are and were created ? Whiy, and for what 
purpose, has a Being perfectly glorious and happy in and of himse:f—why 
has he forced us into existence without our knowledge or consent ? Uf we are 
told that God had no design in creating man, it would be a violation of our 
senses, to say that we could feel grateful to him for this undesigned act, 
even admitting that our existence should prove a happy one. Or, on the 
other hand, suppose that he created man solely for his own gratification, 
excluding all design of making us happy or miserable,—leaving us entirely 
to ourselves—having no motive but his own pleasure—we could feel no more 
gratitude to him for the act of giving us an existence, than we do to the sun 
or the rain that refreshes the earth without any intention of doing so. 
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If we could feel no gratitude for this, what must be our feelings to- 
wards liim, if we should believe,-as do some of our brethren, that he ‘made 
us for the express purpose of amusing fiends and damned spirits with our 
groans and shrieks of despair? ‘That he intended in bringing us into exist- 
ence to glorify his vindictive justice, by pouring upon our naked souls the 
vials of his wrath, as long as he shali reign in heaven? Do you think you 
could * enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise ?”’”— 
Could you be ‘thankful unto him, and bless his name ?” You might as well 
talk of being thankful to the blasting and mildew—to the deadly siroc that 
has laid low your dearest hopes, and blighted your most precious joys! The 
mother could as easily feel gratitude to the crocodile who had devoured her 
first born and best loved child !—God made us for eternal damnation, and 
calls upon us to “ enter his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts witly 
praise!” Do the professed ministers of Jesus Christ—do they think that we 
have no desire for happiness, that they thus attempt to persuade us to sub- 
mit to an awful decree of reprobation, and to become willing to be damned ? 
Do they think that we are idiots, and cannot feel, that they thus trifle with our 
reason and common sense ? Do they think that they shall persuade us to 
love and adore their deity, by telling us that he has prepared a lake of fire 
and brimstone, in which he intends to roast us without mercy, and without 
end ? 

Where is the virtuous mind that can yield homage to sucli a bemg? or 
who can tell us if the homage rendered shall pacify ‘the moloch ? Does ab- 
jectness in the slave, ensure mercy in the tyrant ? Where is there a mind so 
base and grovelling as would be the willing slave of this monstrous creation 
of ignorance ? What! are there men in our land who would pour out their 
blood a willing sacrifice to resist earthly oppression, and yet crawl in the dust 
and bow before the foulest abomination which the mind of man can conceive! 
We say no. Stand forthyou that dare—say to this imaginary God, * Ifyou 
made us in malice, we will not worship you in fear ; we care not to con- 
ciliate your ferocity, any more than to strive with your power ; we will not 
torment ourselves by imagining your intentions ; should you punish in us the 
evil you have made, you will-punish it as unjustly as you have a ie 
liciously !” -No, my brethren, if God were the malignant and cruel fi eing 
has been represented to be, ** it would be impossible to love, and impious to 
adore him.” 

But (to use the words of another ona siinilar occasion) it is said we do 
not pretend that God has made all for endless condemnation—and why ? 
He would have done so, if he could have glorified himself the more by doing 
it. We owe him no thanks for this. It was not from a principle of beney- 
olence, but selfishness that prompted him to save even a few. If benevo- 
lence had induced him to save a part, the same principle would have secured 
the happiness of all ; so this hypothesis alters not the character of the deity, 
nor the design of creation. 

But, says one, we have exploded these hideous dogmas from our creed 
long ago; we have for a long time believed them to be derogatory to the 
character of the Most High God. And what have you substituted in their 
stead? Why, we believe that God is good unto all ; that he is no respecter 
of persons ; but has given to all powers and faculties, which, if nightly m- 
proved, will render the possessor virtuous and happy. Have a care, my 
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friend ; Iam greatly deceived if you have made any improvement in your | 
gospel scheme ; but on the contrary, I fear it is ten times worse. ‘To say 
that God is good, impartial, etc. and yet allow that millions of the human 
race will, in consequence of the abuse of those powers and faculties which 
he has given them, be endlessly wretched ; that he, foreseeing this awful 
and tremendous doom, and yet gave them an existence—you have gained a 
loss by your change. No, my brethren, a good parent would never dig 
pit in the way of. his child ; for if there was no pit, the child coul! not fall 
therein, of course. To say that God is good to us, and yet allows us to be 
happy or miserable, as passion, chance, or accident may determine, is a 
violation of our senses, and an insult to our understandings. 

My christian brethren, if either of the foregoing prepositions be true, 
that God made man without any design whatever, or on purpose that he 
might be miserable, world without end, it is a moral impossibility for us to 
comply with the requisitions of the text ; that is, to enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise. If we enter his gates at all, 
it is through fear of the fiery furnace, and while there, we hang our heads 
like beuding rushes. We do not enter his gates to praise him for the num- 
berless blessings he has showered upon us, but to placate his wrath, .to ap- 
pease his vengeance, to secure his favour, and win his approbation. 

Our text informs us why we are to enter into his gates with thanksgiv- 
ing, and his courts with praise ; why we are to “ be thankful unto him, and 
bless his name ;” not that we may thereby secure the favour of God ; not 
because he will doom us to remediless ruin if we neglect to yield a fearful, 
cringing homage ; but the reason assigned is, ‘* we are.his people, the shee 
of his pasture.”” He cares and provides for our every want and necessity; 
with the tenderness and faithfulness of a good shepherd ; he maketh us to 
feed upon the high mountains of his grace, and leadeth us beside the still 
waters of his mercy. There is yet another reason assigned why we should 
enter his gates with thanksgiving, which is, ‘* the Lord is good, his mercy 
is everlasting, and his truth endureth to all generations ;”” which seems ‘9 
imply, that ‘*if we were not the sheep of his pasture ; if he were not goo 
to all his people ; if his tender mercies were not over all his works ; if his 
truth did not endure to all generations ; we should be under no obligations 
to worship him.” In the bible how frequently are we called upon to praise 
the Lord for his goodness—--we are never called upon to praise’ him for his. 
anger, cruelty, and revenge, but for his goodness, faithfulness, and loving ~ 
kindness. It was a sense of the Universal goodness of God, that led the® 
Psalmist to say, ‘I will bless the Lord at all times ; his praise shall be 
continually in my mouth.” ‘ 

“ The Lord is good.” ‘This isa subject with which wé must acquaint 
ourselves, in order that we may realize our security in the perfections of God, 
and our obligations to him for his great goodness. Bat if there is a want of 
goodness in God ; if he be not good to each and fo all: it will be impossi- 
ble for us to honour and love him for that which he does not possess, nor 
can we feel any security in that which is but fallacious. Now how is the’ 
fact? is the Almighty as good as possible, or is he not? is he good now, 
and good for ever. or is he liable to change ? 

We look around upon the universe, and we see innumerable traces of 
infinite power and wisdom, and let those that can, point out a single object 
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in the creation of God that bears not equally the impress of his goodness.— 
Where in all the works of the Creator is there to be discovered any lack of 
goodness and loving kindness to the creatures he has made ? Where among 
all the nations of the earth, do we find any so degraded or so miserable, that 
they can say, ‘* we have never received a favour at the hand of God?” W here 
is the individual in the whole family of man, though he may have struggled 
. with a life of misfortune, that cannot say, * Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
' me?” We look abroad through the vast creation of the High and Holy One 
—we cast our eyes upon the boundless fields of azure, w here innumerable 
glories show forth the handy work of the All Powerful—we turn our eyes to 
the earth, and consider the fruitful seasons which fill our mouths with food 
and our hearts with gladness, and ask the all-important question, What more 
could we desire to recommend the goodness of our Father and our God ?— 

The sun has never forgot to shine upon the poor man’s habitation as well as 
the rich; the rain falls alike upon the garden of the priest, and the pasture 
of the infidel ; and yet some ask, how shall we know that God is good toall ? 

By whom is this question asked ? By these whose whole life time has 
been one continued record of the goodness of God. What! Have we lived 
a day or an hour in this beautiful world, surrounded by the bright revelations 
of a heavenly Father’s love, and can we ask if God is good ? Have we this 
to learn ? Can we cast our eyes back upon the path of life, and see it filled 
with monuments of infinite mercy and compassion, and can we still doubt 
the loving kindness of our God? 

It is this alone, the contemplation of the impartial and universal good- 
ness of our co:amon father in heaven, that can excite in our bosom sentiments 
of love, gratitude, and adoration towards him in our devotions. If we be- 
lieve that he has destined us to be plunged into a lake of fire, with devils, 
fiends, and false prophets, or has placed that in our path which shall prove 
our destruction, while others shall escape unharmed, we can no more wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth, than we can create a universe. We should 
gcretoy bear in mind this self-evident proposition—that the more we limit 

e goodness of God, the more we eircumscribe our feelings of gratitude 
and love. The: more we limit his mercy and loving kindness, the more we 
limit qur praises and thanksgivings ; for where little is given, little is requi- 
red, . On the other hand, let us know that God is just, kind, and merciful ; 
©) that he will be-as good in another world as he is in this ;_ that he loves us w ith 
| ‘@ great love; and it is no longer a task, a hardship, to render him the hom- 
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due to his great and holy name. The command that we should love the 

rd with all our soul, etc. is predicated upon the ground that God loves us 

with all his Soul, etc., else why was the command , given ? If God hates us, 

why are we commanded to be so unlike our God, and to perform that which 

is an impossibility, love that which is hateful ? If it be holiness in God to 

hate us, it surely cannot be unholiness in us to hate him ; the one act is as 
holy as the other. 

If it were true, as some christians pretend to believe, that God does hate 
mankind until they “ get religion,” how does it happen that he showers his 
choicest blessings upon them in such rich profusion? Why, if he intends to 
torture them while eternity shall endure, why does he not commence the 
work here on earth? If God had designed us for misery instead of happiness, 
—instead of giving us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons—he would have 
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made this worlda bleak and howling waste—he would have rained upon it fire 
and brimstone, both day and night—he would have made our whole existence 
an agonizing and intolerable curse. He would have filled our veins with molten 
lead—the hair of our heads would have been braided scorpions. But how glo- 
rious is the reverse! Every object upon which we cast our eyes, tells of the 
wondrous faithfulness and loving-kindness of our Father in heaven. 

But we are told that we are born with a totally depraved and corrupt na- 
ture, and God must hate us. “*'To this doctrine we object, because it is con- 
trary to the analogy of the rest of God’s works. Every other creature of 
God, so far as our knowledge extends, is formed with a nature exactly adapt- 
ed to the place it fills, and the purposes of its being. We can discover no 
exception ; where we are acquainted with the kind of life and action, any 
particular class of animals were designed for, we perceive every part of their 
frame nicely fitted to its proper use. In our own bodies, how admirably are 
the various organs prepared for the purposes intended in their formation.— 
For what end, then, did God make man? What is the ultimate design of our 
being? Is not virtue, religion, holiness, allowed to be the principal thing ? 
Was it not with a view to these objects that our moral nature wes conferred ? 
Is it possible, then, that God, who has created all other animals with just such 
a nature as they require, and who has so wonderfully adjusted our own cor- 
poreal frame, that not a muscle or fibre—not the minutest part is out of place, 
or incapable of its proper action, has yet sent us into life, with our souls in 
such a state, that we are utterly incapable of the very purpose for which 
alone, we have souls? Howare we to explain this departure of infinite wis- 
dom from its ordinary course? Is man the only being, concerning whom, it 
is of no importance that his faculties should be fitted for their service ? ~ Is 
he, who is buta little lower than the angels, made with less care and kind- 
ness, than the sparrow that falleth to the ground ?” 

*‘ If the sinful actions of men at any period of life, are proofs of a nature 
originally corrupt, what are we to affirm of Adam’s»sin? Otr opponents 
are wont to extol him as not only sinless, but positively righteous ; he trans- 
gressed, however. And his offence just as, strongly proves that his natare 
was originally tainted, as our offences prove the depravity of our nature.— 


And if they are compelled to own, that in him there was no sin when created, 








why do they not believe that in us there was no sin when born? God if our” 


Creator as he was Adam’s,—our nature is the same as our progenitor’s,— 
we sin,—he sinned ; we have a corrupt nature,—his nature was whcorrupt. 
How does this hold together? If our having sinned, proves us to have been 
horn sinful, his having sinned, proves him to have been made sinful. The 
premises are equally broad in both cases ; and the same conclusion must be 
drawn.” 

The fact suggested in our text that we are the work ofthe hand of a good 
Being—that he made us—and made us as we are, entirely precludes the pos- 
sibility of our being by nature totally depraved. We eannot say this without 
impeaching the character of the Author of our nature.» God made man what 
he is—-He ordained the circumstances in which he is placed—He knew per- 
feetly well that such and such circumstances operating upon his creatures 
would produce certain inevitable results— With this clear foresight,’’ says 
Smith in his excellent treatise on Divine Government, ** with this clear fore- 
sight to alter nothing in the nature of the creature, to alter nothing in the ar- 
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rangement of the circumstances, but to persist ingiving him that very na- 
ture, and in placing him in those very circumstances, the inevitable result 
of which he knew would ensure the production of this endless sin and mise- 
ry, is malignant jn the highest degree ; and, were the Deity malignity itself, 
he could not act worse. To speak of justice or goodness in €onnexion with 
such a transaction, is an insult to the human understanding ; it would be in- 
conceivably less absurd to speak of the excellence and beauty of the worst act 
of the worst tyrant that ever disgraced humanity. © An idea of the most hor- 
rible injustice must always attach itself to the doctrine we are now examin- 
ing ; nor can any ingenuity or sophistry remove the imputation.”’ It is 
nothing to say that man was created a free agent—that God placed before 
him good and evil, and allowed him to take his choice. He should have 
kept the evil out of his way, if the consequences are to be so awful. It is 
nothing to say that the devil tempted our first parents; the Creator knew 
their utter helplessness, ani therefore should have kept him chained, instead 
of allowing him to despoil creation of its fairest lowers. To say that under 
any combination of circumstances any of the works of a good Being could 
ever become totally wicked, is to cast a foul blot upon the character of the 
Most High God. To say that any of the creatures of a benevolent Being 
will be miserable world without end, is to tell the world that our reason 
is impaired, and that our friends would do well to provide us with a situation 
in the hospital for the insane. 

During the long period of six thousand years, the sons of men have seen 
and felt that the Lord is good. From the glorious morning of creation down 
to the present moment, they have beheld one continued manifestation of 
his loving kindness and tender mercy. ‘They have seen a power exercised, 
by which evil of every kind has been limited and controlled, and rendered 
subservient to the great design of the Lord of Hosts. They have seen the 
storms and earthquakes of the moral world, overruled for good, and that they 
have had the etiect of purifying the moral atmosphere, ‘and of enlivening 
and invigorating the buds of peace and joy that bloom in the garden of vir- 
tue. From amidst apparent dépravity and degeneracy, they have seen man 
emerging into power and enlightened splendour. Has all ths been accom- 
plished by chance? has this been the work of that indescribable, mystical 
nothing, of which we hear so much—nature God, or God nature ? 

But we waste no more words respecting visions and dreams. In con- 
templatingthe things that are made, we every where discover traces ofa 
Supreme Intelligence, who has worked every thing after the connsel of his 
own will ; who has made every thing perfect in its kind ; who beheld every 
thing he had made, and it was all very good. 

Cast your eyes abroad upon the world which we inhabit, and answer 
me—could Infinite Wisdom have devised more ways and means for our hap- 
piness and enjoyment ? Can we enumerate the blessings we have received 
from the store house of infinite mercy, from our infancy to the present time ? 
Can we count the stars, number the leaves of the forest, or the sands upon 
» the sea shore? Can we count the blessings of a single hour ? Says Sturm 
in his Reflections, we respire at least fifteen or twenty times every minute ; 
then each minute brings twenty blessings, each of which is so indispensable, 
that without it we could never receive another. God also preserves our 
understanding, senses, and members of the body. Now suppose the mind 
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performs thirty operations in a minute—and if, according to the calculations 
of physicians, there are six thousand different parts in the body which God 
in his mercy supports every moment, what wonders of goodness do we dis- 
cover ! Here are twenty blessings we receive every moment of our lives, as 
it respects respiration ; thirty as it respects the understanding ; and six thou- 
sand relative to the different parts of the body—consequently, God grants 
us each minute six thousand and fifty blessings, or three hundred and sixty- 
three thousand-every hour ur lives!! And shall we still say that God 
| hates us—that he is our en nd is about to destroy us ? 

“ That Pov ose watchful goodness feeds 

The warblers of the air, 













And clothes with flowers the smiling meads, 
Shall we not be his care?” 


Let these things be borne in mind—let us realize the obligations we are 
under to God for life, breath, and all things, and we shall not need to be 
frightened to comply with the requisition in the text, but shall with joy and 
rejoicing ‘** enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.” 

In addition to all this—that God is good, that we are the sheep of his 
pasture, and the work of his hands—there is yet another reason assigned in 
the text, why we should “* enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts 
with praise ;’’ which is, “ his mercy is everlasting, and his 1 truth endureth to 
all generations.”” ‘* The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ.”’ Listen to the gracious words that flow from his hips.— 
God ‘* is kind to the unthankful, and to the evil.”” This is a truth which 
shall endure to all generations. If any shall remain evil and unthankful in 
another world, God will be as kind to them there as here, for he is of one mind, 
and none can turn him; he changes not. Is it not absurd then, to say that 
he will torture the “ evil and unthankful” without lenity and without end ? 
Would this be an evidence of his kindness ? Would this prove his mercy to 
be everlasting ? 

God, we are told, loved mankind with a great love, even when dead in 
trespasses and sins. Now, if he is unchangeable, and some should remain dead 
in trespasses and sins after the death of the body, will he not still love them 
with a great love ? “* Can sovereign goodness be unkind ?”? Will not the truth 
that God loves his enemies, endure to all generations’? If he loves his ene- 
mies will he burn them for ever? ** Love worketh no ill.” 

But, say our opponents, if all mankind are to be saved from their sins, 
if all are to be raised to incorruption, glory, and immortality—if God will 
finally overcome evil with good—why put | yourselves to the trouble—yes, my 
brethren, they say “ trouble” of erecting houses of worship, and of dedica- 
ting them to the service of God? If all mankind are to be saved, what is the 
use of preaching ? Were it not that some ask these questions in the honest 
simplicity of their hearts, a pear not take up your time, nor Impose so 
much on your good sense, as'T attempt a reply to these very strange ques- 
tions—especially for professing christians to ask. The questions seem to im- 
ply, that they take no delight in the w orship of God—they say that if it were 
not for a reward which they expect to receive in another world—if they be- 
lieved as we do—that God is good unto all, and that his tender mercies are*™ 
over all his works ; instead of attending upon public worship, they would lie, 
steal, murder, and commit all manner of abomination. ‘ To us, this looks 
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like saying to our Maker, We profess to love you, we profess to worship 
you, we sing hymns to your praise ; but we should do none of these things, if 
it were not that we dread your vengeance. In such a case we are appre- 
hensive that our conscience would demand of us, Who hath required this at 
our hands? T’o us it looks like the w orship which was paid to the idol on the 
plains of Dura, and extorted by means of a fiery furnace. We are consci- 
ous to ourselves, that we should be found dealers in hypocrisy and deceit, if 
we pretended to worship a being for fear of his wrath.” 


But why do professing christians talk . the *“* heavy yoke,”’ the 









‘** grievous burden,” the ** care and perplext f the service of God? The 
reason is, they donot knowhim. ‘The deity Mey adore, reaps where he has 
not sown, and gathers where he has not strewed ; he requires bricks, but 
gives us no straw. He has brought us into the world with a sinful nature, 
utterly. opposed to all goodness, and requires us to be holy, even as he is 
holy. He has forced us into existence, ‘* liable to all the miseries of this 
life, to death itself, and the pains of hell for ever,” and calls upon us to 
‘‘enter his gates with thanksgiving.’ He doomed us to perdition, years 
before we were born, and calls upon us to “ be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name.’’ No wonder that those who thus believe should call it a trouble 
to worship God, and to be thankful to him for having bestowed upon them 
an endless curse! But if our brethren meet with so much trouble here, in 
serving God one day in seven, what will they do should they go to heaven, 
where | they can do nothing else ? 

There are almost innumerable advantages resulting from the exercises 
of public devotion. It is a blessed privilege fer parents to lead their chil- 
dren to the house of God, where they can hear the glorious tidings of uni- 
versal emancipation from the thraldom of sin and death—where they can 
listen to the gracious words of life and peace spoken by the mouth of all 
God's holy prophets. It is around the altar of devotion that the softest and 
yet the strongest bonds of society are cemented. ‘There the heart is warm- 
ed with love and gratitude to God ; there the mind is enlightened and ex- 
panded ; there we learn to cultivate the kindly affections. As it is good for 






brethren to dwell together in unity, they should strive to keep the unity of 


the spirit in the bonds of peace ; they should strive by frequently associating 
together, not only to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, but also to become rooted and grounded in love. 

And now, brethren, when from time to time you assemble in this place, 
now dedicated and set apart to the service of * the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all men’”’—we trust you will call to mind the many reasons we 
have for performing the reasonable service of public praise and thanksgiving. 
That we are blessed with civil and religious liberty—that we have a coun- 
try vast in extent, and unexampled in prosperity, are some of the blessings 
for which we should offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving. But more espe- 
cially for the glorious march of intellectual gmancipation, throughout the 
berders of our happy land. ‘The doctrine ofod's impartial and universal 
benevolence, which but a few years ago was trampled under foot like a foul 
and noxious weed, now spreads its branches far and wide. Brethren, ** the 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.”’ Let us show 
forth our gratitude, by well ordered lives and godly conversation, and as 
often as we come up hither, let us bear in mind, that this “is none other 
than the house of God, and the gate of heaven.” 


x 
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We have the pleasure of informing our 
patrons, that Rev. L. S. Everert is en- 
gaged as a contributor to the Heratp.— 
We expect two sermons from him soon. 





We shall shortly commence the publica- 
tion of the original sermons by Rev. Dr. 
Belsham, of London, mentioned in our 
Prospectus. 


NEW-YORK CONSTELLATION. 

One of the first literary writers of Great 
Britain—who has for some time past been 
a contributor to the “ London Magazine,” 
“New Times,” and “London Literary Ga- 
zette”—has been engaged as a principal 
contributor to the New-York Constella- 
tion. He will probably arrive in this city 
the last of April. 
his pen, may be found on our last page. 


A poetical article from 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir,—In the preceding number of the 
Herald, I called for your authority in support 
of the charge which appeared against my 
character in the Advocate of the 21st ult. I 
now aver, in the most solemn manner, that 
the accusation is utterly and absolutely void 
of truth, a wanton attack on my feelings, 
and a malicious libel. Whatever you may 
offer in extenuation, shall be put to your 
credit as diminishing the odium of the trans- 
action; but it cannot be a justification. Until 
your voucher is produced, I shall consider 


you a willing calumniator. R. Canrrecp. 


A cerrespondent, speaking of the swarms 
of tracts that inundate our country, asks 
what enormous crime the people have com- 
mitted, that they should be tormented 
with a plague, not dissimilar to some of 
those which came upon Pharaoh ! 





Has the Almighty ever said that we 
shall inherit eternal life, for believing that 
he will torment our poor wicked neigh- 
bors without mercy and without end? 





One of Job’s comforters asks, “ Are not 
thine iniquities infinite?”—And to this 
question the orthodox answer, Yea and 
amen. But of those “ miserable comforters” 
the book says, that they had not spoken 
the thing that was right. 





We ask how it happens, that a belief in 
the endless misery of a part of the human 
family, is considered as the only criterion 
of “ pure and undefiled religion?” 





If Universalism is so dangerous and li- 
centious, why are Christians praying con- 
tinually that it may prove true ?—Why 
are they continually beseeching God to 
save all men, when it would be so wicked 
for him to answer their prayers? 





Why do those who preach the doctrine 
of endless wrath and cruelty, exhort us to 
put our trust in the Lord—and at the same 
time tell us that he hates a portion of 
of mankind, and is about to torture them 
world without end? Can any rational mind 
put their trust in such a being? 





“God is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity.” Brs.te.—If this be true, will He 
transplant iniquity from earth to hell— 
give it an existence equal in duration to 
His own—and gaze upon it to all eternity? 





If God is good, kind, just, and merciful, 
to aLL, only in this momentary state of 
existence—and is unkind, unmerciful, &c. 
to a part, while eternity shall endure— 
what propriety is there in saying that 
| * His merey endureth forever?” 
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LETTER 
To the readers of the Gospel Advocate. 


It is with extreme reluctance that I en- 
ter upon the painful duty of correcting a 
few of the many errors,and misrepresent- 


ations, which appeared in the fourth num- 
ber of the Advocate, under the head of, 
I wish to. 


“New-York Gospel Herald.” 
have it distinctly understood, that it is not 
my intention to continue a controversy 
with the editor of the above named paper 
—I wish only to be allowed the privilege 
of removing the foul aspersions which he 
has heaped upon me, with an unsparing 
hand. I regret that I cannot permit the 
dark insinuations, and open accusations of 
Mr. Brownson to pass unnoticed. The 
manner in which he has brought me before 
the public—the spirit and temper of the 
article itself—the circumstances attending 
it—are so incompatible with the religion 
we profess—so injurious to the spirit and 
genius of Christianity, that | was almost 
led to rejoice, that Mr. Brownson had re- 
nounced his belief in Christianity, before 
he wrote the article to which I allude, 

His attack on me, is prefaced by an 
anonymous letter, from (as he says) “an 
esteemed brother in the ministry.” Was 
this “ esteemed brother in the ministry” so 
much ashamed of his unchristian letter, 
that he dare not publish his name? was 
he afraid of the merited rebuke of a can- 
did community, that he thus, assassin like, 
stabs in the dark? Is this the spirit of 
Christianity? is this the principle that 
“ worketh no ill to its neighbor?” 

This nameless brother in the ministry, 
speaking of our attempt to publish a pa- 
per in the city of New-York, says, “ I can- 
not but suspect the design is to supplant 
the Gospel Advocate—This kind of man- 
agement appears to me as dishonorable, as 
it is contemptible”! I must confess, [ 
hardly know what to think of this letter— 
was not the letter and the accompanying 
remarks, in a “ Gospel” Advocate, [ should 
hardly suppose either to have been pen- 
ned by a person, or persons professing 
Christianity—much less by Christian min- 
isters. We are, indeed faller upon evil 
times, if a person cannot be allowed to 
publish a periodical in America, without 
being branded with such bitter and oppro- 
bious epithets. Asif this were not suf- 
ficient, Mr. Brownson reiterates the charge 
—and accuses me ofa breach of good faith 
“and a design to get away our patronage 
by underselling us.” Now why did not 
Mr. Brownson.tel] you the whole truth in 
this case—why did he not tell you that the 








New-York Gospel Herald, instead of ‘be. 
ing a new paper, was an union of several 
papers, and a continuation of the New. 
York Olive Branch & Christian Inquirer 
—why does he talk about our commen- 
cing at the conclusion of the sixth volume 
of the Advocate, and neglect to tell you 
that it was also at the beginning of the 34 
volume of the Olive Branch? was this 
candid? If Mr. Thomas pleases to pub- 


lish therHerald at the cost of paper and 


printing, and | to help in the good cause, 
choose to write for it gratis—I know not why 
Mr. B. should complain—if sincere in the 
cause, he would rather rejoice at it. 

But the charge of a breach of good faith 
is too important to be passed lightly over, 
Hesays | sold out my share of the Ad- 
vocate with the pledge that I would not 
be engaged in another paper. Now let 
facts speak. I engaged with Mr. Everett 
in the publication of the Advocate in the 
month of December. I continued with 
the establishment some seven or eight 
months, during which time I travelled not 
less than twenty-five hundred miles, and 
obtained—I know not how many subscri- 
bers. For the whole of this arduous du- 
ty—for my share of the paper—for editing, 
&c. &c. I never received a single cent. 1 
received for the subscribers I obtained, the 
same premium as would have been allow- 
ed a stranger, and yet Mr. Brownson 
would fain make you believe that I sold 
the advocate, and pledged myself not to 
engage in another paper. He would af- 
ter all I have done for that paper, wish 
you to think me so “base and unprinci- 
pled,” as to attempt to ruin it! would it be 
unkind in me to doubt the sincerity of 
such groundless suspicions ? 

If these dark allusions and insinuations 
had emanated from an open and avowed ene- 
my of our holy religion, I should not have 
noticed them. I have so long been accustom- 
ed to experience little else than contumely, 
misrepresentation, and abuse, by those 
who limit the Holy One—and have seen 
such repeated instances of their almost 
wilful ignorance respecting our doctrine 
—that I have ceased to be surprised, at 
their pitiful attempts, to heap upon its sup- 
porters dishonor and reproach. But to 
find one from whom I had formerly re- 
ceived protestations of friendship—who 
professes to preach Universal charity, 
meekness, and forbearance, to find such an 
one—and he the editor of a paper for which 
I have done so much—making a wanton, 
unprovoked, and I fear a malicious at- 
tack upon my private character—accusing 
me of base, contemptible, and dishonora- 
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ble conduct—you may judge of my feel- 

ings—they cannot be described. 

Did not Mr. Brownson know that I had 
difficulties enough to contend with, with- 
out his scattering “ fire-brands, arrows and 
death,” in my path? Did he think me 
devoid of feeling that he thus wantonly 
indulges in acrimonious, inglorious, and 
unworthy denunciations ? 

But even if I had been guilty, of such 
wickedness—was it well done in Mr. 
Brownson to blazon my imperfections 
abroad to the world? have not Universal- 
ists enough tg contend with already, with- 
out having this new obstruction thrown in 
their way? Is the bar of public opinion’ 
the proper tribunal before which to try an 
offending brother? ought not Mr. Brown- 
son, instead of telling the world my 
faults—-ought he not rather to have brought 
the matter before the Universalist conven- 
tion? 

We are truly sorry if being enticed from 
obscurity and raised to the editorship ofa 
paper, should have had the effect on Mr. 
Brownson of destroying eyery noble and 
generous sentiment of the heart—we hope 
ithas not, but we know not how to ac- 
count for his conduct. Asif it were not 
enough for him to join with Frances Wright 
in her modest denunciations—in calling 
me “base and unprincipled,’ he must 
travel out of his course to give the char- 
acter of Mr. Canfield a deadly stab—a 
man grown grey in the cause of the Re- 
deemer. We hope,to use Mr. Brownson’s 
own words, that “a discerning public will 
give him a merited rebuke” for thus wan- 
tonly trifling with the character of a man 
who, like Mr. Canfield, has made so 
many sacrifices in the cause of pure and 
undefiled religion. Let Mr. B. reply to the 
letter of Mr. C.—let him retract the base 
calumny he has circulated respecting him. 

But why does Mr. Brownson set him- 
selfup as a judge in Israel—why busy 
himself with the affairs of others? why, if 
the editor of the Inquirer and Mr. Greene 
do not complain—and they have no cause 
to do so—why should Mr. Brownson in- 
terfere? Why does Mr. Brownson come 
outas a knight errant to battle for fame in 
matters that do not concern him? 

Mr. B. speaks of my numerous acquain- 
tances in the western country—lI can in- 
form him that I call them by a dearer 
name than acquaintances—it is my pride 
that Ican call them friends—unless _per- 

chance the calumny he has propayated 
may have estranged them from me. It re- 





That this attack originated in malice, I 
am not alone in believing. I have received 
a number of communications on this sub- 
ject. A father in the ministry writes me 
as follows: “ Do you exchange with the 
Advocate? There is in the third number 
of the present volume, a flaming letter 
from York,—to which the Rey. O. A, 
Brownson has appended a string of re- 
marks, which severely implicate you. This 
you ought in my opinion to notice—as it 
originated in malice, and speaks contempt 
and defiance.”——Another correspondent 
asks: ** What can Mr. Brownson mean by 
his remarks in the 3d No. of the Gospel 
Advocate? Does he mean to say that no 
man has a right to edit a paper but him- 
self? Why does he talk about the Herald 
being started to injure the Advocate? the 
Herald is the oldest paper by three or four 
years—and it is the proprietor of the Her- 
ald who ought to come if any body.” 
—Several others speak of the unchristian 
spirit manifested in Mr. B’s communication, 
but I have not room for further extracts. 

If Mr. Brownson had not felt.that he 
was doing wrong, why did he withhold 
the paper containing the charges against 
me, until after he had received the Herald 
stating that the Advocate would have 
been then attended to, but for my late re- 
turn from Philadelphia? Does this (to use 
his own words) look like the “fair and 
honourable dealing which Christians, to 
say the least, ought to observe?” 

And now, brethren, I submit my case to 
your candid consideration. To your judg- 
ment I appeal, and by your decision will 1 
abide. I now, in the most solemn manner, 
deny ever having made any pledge which 
should affect me only while I remained in 
Buffalo, or while Mr. Everett continued as 
the proprietor of the Advocate. I solemnly 
deny that I sold the Advocate, on any con 
ditions—I gave itaway. As to my sincerity 
(which Mr. B. seems to question so much) 
you who know me are capable of judging. 

I trust I have done with this unpleasant 
subject forever. I have to ask of Mr. 
Doubleday to do that for me as a favour, 
which I might claim asa right; viz. either 
to have Mr. B. retract what he has said, or 
else, to publish this letter in the Advocate. 

A word at parting with Mr. Brownson : 
It is to be hoped that the next time you 
have occasion to deal with an offending 
brother, you will, if possible, do it under 
the influence of that principle which suf- 
fereth long, and is kind—envieth not— 
vaunteth not itself—is not puffed up—doth 





mains to be seen whether or no they will 
sanction his conduct. 


not behave itself unseemly—is not easily 


| provoked. &ce. Tam, &e. T. FISK. 


et, 
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FRIENDLY LETTER 


To Rev. J. N. Magri, touching a sermon 
delivered at Willet street Chapel, New- 
York, Friday evening, March 18, 1829. 


Friend Maftit—Thy text on the above 
named evening, was taken from Genesis 19: 
17. I take the liberty of briefly noticing a 
few of thy assertions. 

1. ** The Sodomites sinned till they were 
out of the power of God.’’—If they are out 
of His power, He of course cannot harm 
them.—In whose power are they? In the 
power of the Devil, of course. Well, is the 
Devil out of God’s power? Admit that he is, 
and what follows? It follows that he has an 
independent kingdom—and, if orthodoxy be 
true, his country is more thickly settled than 
that of the Almighty. Wonder if he has any 
parsons among his subjects!—Who knows 
but a war may ensue? and, if numbers pre- 
vail, who will gain the victory ?—If sinners 
enjoy so much pleasure in the service of the 
Devil while on earth,—and there is so much 
trouble in serving God—sinners have the 
better master of the two—and gratitude may 
prompt them to fight valiantly. ——But if the 
Devil be not out of the power of God, the 
Sodomites cannot be, even though they went 
to hell—The Book says, ‘** Though they dig 
into hell, thence shall my hand take them.” 
Amos 9: 2. 

2. ** You, sinners, are in danger of God 
Almighty—He will cast you into hell, where 
hope nor salvation can never come.”’ Be 
careful, friend Maffit, thou mayst probably 
contradict the book. David says, ‘‘ Thou 
hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.”’ 
Psalm 86: 13. Is there a hell Jowery than 
the lowest ? 


3. **God sends no one to hell ; you go 
there yourselves.’”’ Softly, good friend— 
thou hast just said, ‘* He will cast you into 
hell.” Rather a contradiction, methinks. 


4. ** Preachers who preach the Jove of 
God, never convert sinners to him-—-but 
preach hell torments, and sinners will flock 
to Christ.” Please to knock the dust off thy 
Bible, and put thy finger on a single instance 
in which any one ever became converted 


through the preaching of ‘‘ hell torments,” 
Three thousand were converted in one day, 
without the word hell being once mentioneg 
Acts 2. Kindness and love was used. It was 
this that converted Paul, the chief of sinners, 
Titus 2: 3, 4, 5.—Experience has proven 
that preaching hell torments, instead of cay. 
sing sinners to flock to Christ, furnishes jp. 
mates for Bedlam, and victims for suicide.— 
Friend Maffit, thou wast born a few thoy. 
sand years too late. If thou hadst only ex. 
isted ere the Sodomites were destroyed by 
‘* fire from HEAVEN,” thou mightest proba. 
bly, have converted them with the same ele. 
ment from a different country. 


5. ** Such are God’s preachers.” If God’s 
preachers in olden times preached hell tor. 
ments, then thou art verily one of God’s 
preachers. The Lord preached to Adam 
and Cain—does He say any thing about hell? 
No, not a word. Noah was one of God’s 
preachers—he preached water, thou preach- 
est fire. David says, ‘*‘ The pains of hell 
gat hold of me.”’ That hell was in this world 
—David wrote his Psalms after he was deli- 
vered therefrom. Jonah says something 
about being in hell forever—he afterwards 
preached to the Ninevites. Jonah was in 
a hell which floated on the water—thou 
preachest a stationary one of fire and brim- 
stone. Christ preached nothing but tempo- 
ral calamities. Paul, Peter, nor Jude, ever 
mention the world hell—they were God’s 
preachers—they never preached hell tor 
ments—but thou dost—therefore 
but we may not judge. 








6. ** The sinner has no favour of God.”— 
The Book says, ‘‘ All have sinned,”’ thyself 
included. Hast thow no favour of God?— 
The Book says, ‘* While we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us.’’ Romans 5: 8. Has 
not this the similitude of favour? 


7. ** The sinner will ask, and ask, in vain, 
for mercy.”” The Book says, ‘‘ Call upon 
me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 
thee.”? Psalm 50: 15. 

8. ** While we, the children of God, will 


We read somewhere of persons who are 





‘without natural affection.’’ Ye are wel- 








shout Amen! to your eternal damnation.”— - 
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come to such bliss—fiends might envy such 
joy—we want none of it. 

9, ** Sinner, justice demands your blood.” 
The Book says, “* All have sinned.”’ Thou 
arta sinner, friend Maffit—-justice demands 
thy blood! and justice must be satisfied ! 

10. ** Lot left his sons and daughters in 
fames ; and you, fathers and mothers, will 
soon behold your children, your friends, and 
neighbours, in an endless eternal hell’’!!!! 
Horror of horrors! Is there ‘ no flesh in man’s 
obdurate heart?’ can it not ‘ feel for man?’ 

11. ‘God has given us the compelling pow- 
erto save souls.”” And has He given thee 
the Devil for an assistant? If orthodoxy be 
jue, the Devil is ene of the most useful be- 
ings in the Universe—for, without the aid of 
his Satanic Majesty, very few would be 
wared to heaven!-—* God has given us the 
compelling power to save souls.’ Rather a 
weak instrument, I ween. The apostle says 
something about God having chosen the 
weak and foolish things of the world, to con- 
found the wise and mighty. Art thou one of 
the chosen, friend Maffit? 

12. * Preachers of God are like the frogs 
of Egypt, going into the very beds”’!! This 
caps the climax. 





Aword in thy ear, friend Maffit, ere we 
part—fg-Beware! lest a worse evil come 
upon thee. A. C. T. 
BRIEF COMMENT ARIES==No. 1. 

Joun 5: 28, 29. 


“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation.” 

These passages are generally supposed 
to refer toa period after this ‘‘ mortal shall 
have put on immortality.”—But this con- 
struction, if admitted, proves too much— 
ego, it proves nothing at all. If this be 
demonstrated, the conclusion will be self- 
evident, that some other than the popular 
construction is the true one. 

“And shall come forth : they that have 
done good, to the resurrection of life.” The 


question arises, Who have done good? Either 





no man has done good, or all men haye. [If 
no man has done geod, ali men will come 
forth to the ‘‘ resurrection of damnation.” — 
If all men have done some good, as there is 
no limitation as to the quality or quantity, 
ALL men will come forth to the ** resurrec- 
tion of life.” 

** And they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation.”? Who have 
done evil? If no mzn has done evil, al/ men 
will come forth to the ** resurrection of life.’’ 
And if the Book be true, which says, ‘* ALL 
have sinned,’’ aux will come forth ‘to the 
** resurrection of damnation.’’ If that dam- 
nation be endless, ALL MANKIND will be 
endlessly damned ! ! ! 

Doctors of Divinity, we should like to 
hear from you on this subject. A. C. T 

— 3/6 
ReE.Licgious PERSECUTION. 

Does the sheep ever persecute the wolf? 
No, but the wolf the sheep. So Cain per- 
secuted Abel, not Abel Cain; so Ishmael 
persecuted Isaac, not Isaac Ishmael; so 
the Jews Christ, not Christ the Jews; so 
the heretics the Christians, not Christians 
the heretics. —Chrysostom, Apol. p. 543. 

Whereby is plainly implied, that perse- 
cution for conscience sake is a very un- 
christian, or anti-christian system. He 
that is a persecutor is no sheep of Christ’s, 
but a wolf; which should make any man 
afraid to feel any persecuting motive arise 
in his breast, as being an indication of a 
Cainish, Ishmaelitish, and a wolfish nature, 
a certain sign that he is none of the sheep 
of Christ.—Bishop Jewel. 








Fire! (NoT IN ANOTHER WORLD, BUT) IN 
Boston.—It appears by the last Trumpet, 
that there has been an attempt to put down 
Universalism by burning the printing office 
of the Univ. Magazine. This is a warm 
argument, we must confess—and some- 
what more powerful than is used on com- 
mon occasions, We speak feelingly on 
this subject—for the Trumpet says that “a 
box ofsermons from Rev. T. Fisk, being 
in that part of the office where the fire ori- 
ginated, were mostly destroyed.” Sie tran- 
sit gloria mundi. 





Will those who receive this number, 
have the goodness to obtain an insertion of 
the enclosed prospectus, in the several 
papers published in the town, or county, 
in which they reside? 
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


To all who love the Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity, it is ever a matter of the most 
poignant’grief, to be obliged to notice the 
dereliction of a fellow being from the path 
of honesty and integrity. But if the indi- 
vidual should happen to be a professed 
minister of the gentle Jesus, bitter, indeed, 
must be the anguish of soul, to view his 
backsliding. We have for many months 
read the productions of * QO. A. B.,” which 
have, from time to time, appeared in the 
Gospel Advocate, with trembling anxiety, 
solicitude and alarm. His various Essays 
and communications, which very nearly 
deny the existence of Almighty God, and 
still more nearly, if possible, reject the 
truth of divine revelation—have unitedly 
called forth expressions of the deepest sor- 
row, surprise, and regret. Indeed, had 
they not been signed with the initials of 
the present Editor, we should never for a 
moment have supposed them written by a 
person professing Christianity—much less 
by a Christian minister. Let it be dis- 
tinctly understood that we do not blame 
Mr. Brownson for being a deist, or even 
an atheist—we blame no man for his opi- 
nion—but it is for his secret attempts to 
undermine the fair fabric of our holy reli- 
gion, under the guise of friendship! It is 
for this we censure him. We regret that 
we cannot permit him to impose upon the 
world sentiments that are directly opposed 
to Christianity, without furnishing the cor- 
rection of his errors, and something in the 
way of rebuke for his temerity. The man- 
ner in which he has commented upon the 
“things that are made,” is so injurious to 
the spirit and object of Universalism, that 
we should violate our motto, and do injus- 
tice to our feelings, did we slightly pass 
over its impropriety. 

In the “ Essayist, No. 7,” speaking of 
our sufferings and afflictions, he, in the 
strongest language possible, attempts to 
explode the idea that they come from God, 
either directly or indirectly. He says the 
idea that our afflictions come from God is 
a foul slander upon his character. “ Jeho- 
vah is good.” This declaration we should 
be among the last to deny. We say it is 
an evidence of his goodness that he visits 
our transgressions with the rod, and our 
iniquities with stripes—if, as the apostle 
observes, it makes us partakers of his holi- 
ness. But does not Mr. Brownson know 
that he contradicts the whole tenor of the 





t 


Scriptures, when he says that our afilic. 
tions do not come from God? that this jg 
a foul slander upon His character? “ Thoy 
shalt also diligently consider in thine heart, 
that as a man chasteneth his son, so the 
Lord thy God chasteneth thee.” Deut, 9:5 
“ Happy is the man whom God correcteth. 
therefore, despise not thou the chastenj : 
of the Almighty.” Job 5: 17. “ Blessed 
O Lord, is the man whom thou chastep. 
est.” Psalm 94:12. * My son, despise not 
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of him; for whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourg. 
eth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with yoy 
as with sons: for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not? But if*ye be 
without chastisement, whereof all are par 
takers, then are ye bastards, and Nor sons, 
Furthermore, we have had fathers of oy 
flesh, who corrected us,and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not rather be -in sub. 
jection to the Father of Spirits, and liye?” 
Heb. 12: 5, 6, &e. 

These passages declare, in the plainest, 
strongest, and most unequivocal manner, 
that our chastisements or afflictions come 








from God—that they are intended as the i 


tokens or pledges of his loving kindness 
and tender mercy—and to yield us the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, Was the 
apostle guilty ofa foul slander on the cha. 
racter of God? 

Most persons will wonder at the bold- 
ness and fearlessness with which Mr, 
Brownson contradicts the testimony of the 
apostles and prophets—to others his sen- 
timents may not appear strange, however 
alarming they may be. For ourselves we 
look upon his course with the most pain- 
ful emotions. To see a periodical, in the 
prosperity of which we have ever taken 
such a lively interest, becoming a secret 
agent in the cause of infidelity, wounds u | 
to the very soul. 

Again—-Mr. Brownson says, in the 
very face of scripture testimony, that 
“ punishment from God to his creatures, 
may perhaps, sometimes be inflicted, but 
not justly, if we know any thing about jus- 
tice.” Here we would admonish Mr. B. 
that boldness is neither truth nor argv 
ment, and that it is very possible his glo- 
rying is not good; the loudest boasts and 
the strongest confidence, are not seldom 
the most empty and baseless. : 

“ True philosophy does not travel outo 
this world”—“ let every man be a philo- 
sopher.” That is, as Christianity with it 
hopes, joys and promises, looks beyond 
the present life—is not confined to ths 
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world—it is opposed to true philosophy— 
every man should become a philosopher— 
ergo, every man should reject Christianity. 
We say, in the language of the apostle, 
« Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit.” 

But we pass to consider something more 
wonderful than allthis. “ Nature,” says 
Mr. B. “is wonderful—wonderful because 
we know not how it came, or how it is sup- 
ported.” We can tell Mr. B. of some- 
thing more wonderful to us than all this— 
it is that a professed minister of the Gos- 
pel, with the word of God in his hand, has 
the assurance to te!l mankind that he knows 
not how the world came, or how it is sup- 
ported !1!! 

He continues and affirms that there is 
nothing in nature to prove the existence 
ofaGod!!!! He says nature can prove 
nothing separate from itself. Does nota 
house prove something separate from itself 
—does it not prove that there was a car- 
penter concerned in its construction, with- 
out whom it could never have been? Mr. 
B. might with equal prepriety say that a 
hat, or coat, prove nothing separate from 
themselves. 

Every thing that is made implies that 
there was a maker—every effect proves 
that there must have been a cause, without 
which it could never have been produced. 
“Many a sincere Christian (says Mr. B.) 
believes he can prove from nature the ex- 
istence of a God. He may, but I cannot.” 
St. Paul asserts that the things that are 
made—that from the works of creation, a 
book open to the eyes of all, the glorious 
attributes of the Creator were clearly. dis- 
tinguishable by the common sense and un- 
derstanding of mankind ; so that the idola- 
teror unbeliever was without excuse. It 
was reserved for the would-be-philosophers 
of the present day—the more enlightened 
infidels of modern times—to act the ‘ fool,’ 
and say, “ there is no God.” 

Says Mr. B., “1 see nothing in nature 
which appears able to originate the idea 
of a God to my mind.” Reader, would 
you believe that the above was written by 
an Editor of a Gospel Advocate? For some 
time past, the unbelievers in this city have 
been glorying in the desolation they were 
making in the vineyard of our Lord, thro’ 
the instrumentality of the Advocate Editor. 
We have heard from those who know him, 

how lightly the Scriptures were held in his 
estimation—but really we were unprepared 
for this. Why is it that those who reject 
Christianity wish to hide in its folds? why 
wear its cloak when it is so much despised 


by them? Why call themselves “free in- | 





quirers”—“ liberal friends,” &c. &c.? Are 
they ashamed of their real name, that they 
thus skulk into a corner? or do they expect 
to gain more proselytes by acting the Judas 
awhile—and going secretly about* their 
nefarious designs, under the mask of friend- 
ship? 

The time is come when every man must 
gird on his armour—when every Christian 
must prepare himself for “ perils among 
false brethren.”’ Let every man who wishes 
well to out holy religion, arise in the ma- 
jesty of truth, and say, “ Blow ye the 


trumpet in Zion.” 
= KK Oe 


Another Conversion in the Ministry. 
Rev. Harvey De Wolf, of Goshen, N. Y. 


who for several years past, has been a 
distinguished preacher in the Methodist 
connexion, has recently embraced the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation.—The ortho- 
dox clergy had better come over to us in 
a body—it will save them a world of 


trouble. 
+ @@e«.- 


To the Teachers in Israel. 


You contend that nothing but the end- 
less punishment of the finally impenitent, 
will satisfy the demands of the justice of 
God. Ofcourse, you teach that God will 
remain unsatisfied. Does not this amount 
to the declaration, that God will never be 
satisfied, or that he will endlessly remain 
unsatisfied ; seeing that this demand of his 
justice, can never be complied with, as 
such punishment can never come to an 


end ? A. B. G. 





You admit that the power of God is in- 
finite—of course, superior to the combined 
power of every thing else which exists,— 
How then, can any of his designs for the 
happiness and holiness of all mankind be 
frustrated, or in.any degree set aside, by 
the powers of man, sin and the devil?— 
Will not the doctrine, that any one will be 
finally lost, amount to a declaration that 
the Almighty did not design the happiness 
of that being? A. B. G. 


———. FE 


The Universatist Preacuer is pub- 
lished monthly, in the city of New-York, 
at Firry cents perannum. It has reached 
its third number. 


The New-Yorx« ConstTELiation, a lite- 
rary and religious publication, will be pub- 
lished semi-monthly, in this city, at Onz 
Doar per annum. 

















112 NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD, 
Postrace. Cannot those who wish to be- 
SELECTED. come subscribers for our paper, forward their 





names through the medium of their several) 
post-masters? We receive such a flood of 
letters from all parts of the country, that we 
are under the necessity of saying, that here- 
after no unpaid letters will be taken from the 
post-office. 





A MOTHER’S PRAYER. 


TWENTY PER CENT. All who receive this 


Ou, Heavenly Father! by that name number, are earnestly and respectfully re- 
Which Thou hast chosen, e’en above quested to act as agents, and to use their in- 
Those which thy boundless power proclaim; | quence and exertions in obtaining subscri- 
‘Fest i of Mercy and of Love, bers. Any one who will forward $5, shall 
Which bids us all our wishes speak, receive stx copies. Brethren, shall we say, 


Our woes impart, our wants declare, 
Let me address Thee now, and seek 

To utter thus a Mother’s Prayer: 
DIED, in this city, of a consumption, 


Be up and doing? 





Grant, Heavenly Father, to my child, 
A heart submissive to thy will; 
Thankful for good, and reconcil’d 
By Love to every seeming ill : 
Still may it feel and understand, 


Mr. JonatHan WELLINGTON, aged 22, a 
a native of Lincoln, Mass. He had been, 
for some time past, a teacher of the Semi- 
nary, corner of Broome and Greene streets, 


That all alike Thy love declare, During his illness, as is usual on such oe- 
The cheering smile, the chast’ning hand: casions, the bed of death was surrounded 
Oh, answer thus a Mother’s Prayer. by those who compass sea and land to 


ake lytes—w ‘ 
Guide, Heavenly Father, guide its feet make proselytes—who made use of every 


Far from Ambition’s dang’rous height ; 
The throne where Virtue keeps her seat, 
Be this its homage and delight : 


means in their power to shake his faith in 
the final holiness and happiness of all 
mankind—but im vain. He died, as he 


Preserve its steps, in thoughtless youth, had lived, rejoicing in that “* God who is 
From Pleasure’s flower-concealed snare ; the Saviour of all men.” “ He feared not,” 
Direct them to the paths of Truth, to use his own words, “to ge to his besi 
In answer to a Mother’s Prayer. friend.” His loss will long be felt by those 
Keep, Heavenly Father, keep its heart, who knew his many virtues. 
Pure, humble, ardent, and sincere ; In Portland, Me., on the 8th inst., Rev. 
Teaching the hand when to impart, Joun Bisse, Jr., aged 36. 


The eye to shed the pitying tear ; 
With virtuous fortitude supplied, 
Undazzled by the tinsel glare 


In Glasgow, Scotland, Rev. Wittiam 
Worra ut, who, for many years past, has 


Of Fashion, Folly, and of Pride,— been Pastor of the Universalist Church in 
Oh, answer thus a Mother’s Prayer. that city. 

Spar’d, Heavenly Father, may I be, .?The New-York Gosrpet HERALD AnD 
To mark awhile its rising sun, UNIVERSALIST REVIEW, is published ever 

If so it seemeth good to Thee, other Saturday. by A. C. THOMAS, at No. é 


If not, thy better Will be done: Centre (near earl-st. ) 
T. FISK, EDITOR. 


This, then, the only boon I crave,— ; ; 
Grant that my child these gifts may share, Terms:—City subscribers, $1 25; subscribers 
indies teag: an Mathecteave who receive their papers by mail $1 per annum. 
, g , —payable, in all cases,in advance. [(7 Com- 


For answering thus a Mother’s Prayer. munications, &c. must be post-paid. 




















